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SUBJ: PROVINCIAL FACTIONALISM AND "GANG OF FOUR"COLLABORATORS 

REF: A. HONG KONG 13397, B. HONG KONG 13274, C. HONG KONG 12704, 

D. PEKING 2293 

SUMMARY: THE NEW HUA LEADERSHIP APPEARS TO BE MOVING SLOWLY 
AND CAUTIOUSLY IN DEALING WITH PERSISTENT PROVINCIAL FACTIONAL 
PROBLEMS, INCLUDING THE TARGETING OF THE FORMER ASSOCIATES OF 
THE "GANG OF FOUR." SUCH CAUTION MIGHT BE THE RESULT OF HUA 
KUO-FENG'S CONTINUED PRE-OCCUPATION WITH NATIONAL LEVEL POLITI- 
CAL PROBLEMS, INCLUDING THE NEED TO BUILD A BROAD LEADERSHIP 
CONSENSUS. HOWEVER, A LONG DRAWN-OUT PROCESS OF CONSENSUS BUILD- 
ING WILL LIKELY COMPLICATE RATHER THAN RESOLVE LOCAL FACTIONAL 
PROBLEMS. END OF SUMMARY 

1 . DESPITE RELAXED ATTITUDES IN SOME AREAS TOWARD LEFTIST- 
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ASSOCIATED CADRES EXPRESSED EARLIER (REF C), RECENT PROVINCIAL 
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BROADCASTS SUGGEST THAT POLITICAL FIGURES IN SOME PROVINCES 
MIGHT ALSO BE TARGETED FOR ATTACK AND POSSIBLE REMOVAL. DURING 
THE PAST TWO WEEKS. MANY OF CHINA'S PROVINCES, INCLUDING FUKIEN, 
SHANSI, KWANGTUNG, CHEKIANG, KIANGSI AND HUNNAN (REF A, B), AMONG 
OTHERS, HAVE CITED THE "GANG OF FOUR" FOR INTERFERING IN PRO- 
VINCIAL AFFAIRS ON MANY OCCASIONS IN THE PAST FEW YEARS. SUCH 
CHARGES CLEARLY SUGGEST THAT THE "GANG OF FOUR" HAD PROVINCIAL- 
LEVEL COLLABORATORS TO CARRY OUT MOVES TO "ATTACK AND BRING DOWN" 
LOCAL FIGURES STANDING IN THE WAY OF "LEFTIST" DOMINATION. FOR 
INSTANCE. SPEECHES MADE AT A NOVEMBER 13 KIANGSI CRITICISM RALLY 
ATTACKED THE "GNAG OF FOUR" FOR "POKING THEIR SINISTER NOSES" 

INTO KIANGSI AND COLLUDING WITH A "VERY TINY GROUP" OF PROVINCIAL 
CADRES TO "OPENLY SPLIT" THE PROVINCIAL PARTY COMMMITTEE. THESE 
INDIVIDUALS ARE CHARGED WITH ATTEMPTING TO REMOVE SEVERAL KEY 
INDIVIDUALS IN THE PROVINCE, AND THE CATALOGING OF THEIR CRIMES 
MAKES IT DIFFICULT TO IMAGINE THAT THEY WILL BE DEALT WITH LEN- 
IENTLY. NO MENTION IS MADE OF THE PROSPECT FOR REFORM. 

2. NEVERTHELESS. IDENTIFYING PROVINCIAL COLLABORATORS OF THE 
"GANG OF FOUR" (EXCEPT IN SHANGHAI) AND RESOLVING LONG-STANDING 
FACTIONAL DISPUTES HAS MOVED SLOWLY. SINCE THE CULTURAL REVO- 
LUTION, FACTIONAL DISPUTES, PARTICULARLY IN FUKIEN, KIANGSI, AND 
CHEKIANG, SEEMED TO HAVE INVOLVED NAKED POWER STRUGGLES, RATHER 
THAN JOCKEYING OVER ISSUES. IN LARGE MEASURE, THESE WERE CONTESTS 
BEWTEEN THE "INS" AND THE "OUTS"-STRUGGLES COMPOUNDED BY THE 
"GANG OF FOUR" IN ITS ATTEMPTS TO BUILD A PROVINCIAL POWER BASE. 

ISSUES, SUCH AS WAGE DISPUTES, TRANSPORTATION, AGRICULTURAL 
MECHANIZATION, ETC., WERE NOT ARGUED ON THEIR OWN MERITS. BUT 
BECAME ENTANGLED IN THE FACTIONAL QUAGMIRE. 

3. IN ORDER FOR THE HUA LEADERSHIP TO RE- ASSERT CENTER AUTHORITY 
OVER THE PROVINCES, STERN MEASURES MUST BE TAKEN QUICKLY. A 
CAUTIOUS APPROACH TO PROBLEMS LEADING TO A LONG DRAWN-OUT PRO- 
CESS OF CONSENSUS-BUILDING WILL LIKELY COMPLICATE ENTRENCHED 
FACTIONAL RIVALRIES AND FURTHER DISRUPT THE ALREADY CONFUSED 
PROVINCIAL AUTHORITY STRUCTURE. FAILURE TO ADDRESS LOCAL FAC- 
TIONALISM WOULD ALSO SUGGEST THAT THE REGIME IS DIVIDED AMONG 
ITSELF ON HOW TO SORT OUT OTHER CRUCIAL PROBLEMS-INCLUDING THE 
NEED TO FILL CENTER LEADERSHIP VACANCIES AND CALL NATIONAL MEET- 
INGS TO RATIFY RECENT LEADERSHIP AND POLICY CHANGES. IT THIS 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 HONG K 13440 171042Z 

BECOMES APPARENT. IT COULD INDICATE THAT HUA OWES TOO MANY POLITI- 
CAL DEBTS, TO ACT QUICKLY AND DECISIVELY. 
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